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offensive against the main enemy force, the French and
Russian Staffs were "perfectly in accord on the point that
the defeat of the German armies continues to be, what-
ever the circumstances, the first and principal objective
of the allied armies. This is all the more so now [1913]
than formerly, in view of the considerable increase of
the relative military strength of Germany in the Triple
Alliance."S2.
Though the Franco-Russian Alliance aimed primarily
at crushing Germany in case the latter should attempt an
aggression, it did not at first arouse -serious suspicions or
antagonism beyond the Rhine. This was partly because its
existence was kept so secret that for months after its estab-
lishment the German Ambassador in Paris optimistically
refused to believe in its existence.*8 Even after the open
references to the "Alliance," in speeches in the French
chamber in 1895, or during the visits of Nicholas II to Paris
in 1896 and of President Faure to Russia in 1897, Germany
was not alarmed, because she felt that the Triple Alliance
was still equal in strength to the new combination* She
also believed that England, holding the Balance of Power,
would never join with such long-standing opponents as
France or Russia. The existence of the Franco-Russian
Alliance inspired, however, a new respect in Germany for
her two neighbors, and made her more ready to seek to co-
operate with them on innumerable international questions.
In this sense the Franco-Russian Alliance at first tended to
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